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long in subordinate diplomatic positions, and now at last he
was to direct the whole foreign policy of France, and the pupil
of Favier was to show to the world the truth of his master's
conceptions ! His great political fault was in underrating
the influence of revolutionary feeling in France and entirely
neglecting home affairs. This carelessness kept him from being
a great statesman, and proved his inferiority to Mirabeau.
Yet Dumouriez was by far the ablest man who had taken
office since the Eevolution began. He had clearly defined
ideas about foreign policy, perspicacity, courage, and energy,
and, had he possessed a great colleague as Minister of the
Interior, must have made for himself an even greater name as
a Foreign Minister than the victories of Valmy and Jemmappes
made for him as a general. But he had not a great colleague,
for it was the " virtuous " Eoland who assumed the Ministry
of the Interior when Dumouriez went to the Foreign Office.

Jean Marie Eoland de la Platiere, the most important
colleague of Dumouriez, belonged, as he did, to the noblesse de
la robe, and was born at Villefranche, near Lyons, in 1752.
He entered the civil service in the department of manufactures
and commerce at an early age, and by his inquiries into foreign
manufactories and his able reports soon obtained a distinguished
reputation as an industrious public servant. He held the office
of inspector-general of factories at Amiens,, when Mademoiselle
Cannet introduced him to Manon Jeanne Philipon, and he at
once fell in love with her. He loved her far more ardently
than she loved him, but she believed that she could be of use
to him in his work, and could thus do good to humanity, and
so, after a courtship of five years, she married him. In 1786
he was promoted to the inspector-generalship at Lyons, and
when the Eevolution broke out he took a keen interest in local
politics and was a candidate for the post of mayor. Though
defeated in this attempt, he was in 1791 deputed by the city
of Lyons to represent its condition to the Constituent Assembly,
and on his return he founded a branch of the Jacobin Club
there. His post at Lyons was soon suppressed, and then he
took up his residence at Paris, where his wife's drawing-room